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THAT the thanks & the Socanny, bus given. 
to the Rey. Mr. Mason for his Sermon preach- 
ed before them laſt evening, and that he be re- 
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The Lok D of He it defirey,. in this moun- 
tain, the face of the covering caſt over all peo- 
ple; ond the vail that is 1 hs N all nations. 


Pin E 7218 of divide mercy 1 man 
is coeval with his need of it. The ſhock of the 
fall was hardly felt; Remorſe had only begun 


to prey upon the conſcience, and Guilt to rally 
his terrors, when a hope, as conſoling as it was 


unexpected, dawned from Heaven upon our re- 
volted race. © I will put,” {aid God to the 
tempter, « I Will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy ſeed and 
cher ſeed: it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou = 
„ ſhalt bruiſe his heel.” * In this original pro- 
miſe were included all ſubſequent revelations 
concerning the redemption of ſinners. The 
doctrine of Mxss1an's perſon, of his ſacrifice, 
f his triumph; together with that vaſt ſyſtem 
of prediction which extends from the begin- 
ning to the end of time, and all the correſpond- 


+ 5 ; 

ing diſpenſations of the new covenant, are no: 
thing but its regular developement. But this 

being ſlow as well as regular, and all fleſh. cor- 

rupting his way, the Lord ſelected the family of 
Abraham to be, for ages, both the witneſſes of 
his grace, and the depoſitaties of his truth. To 
them were committed his living oracles; to them 
the ordinances of his worſhip; to them the ſym- 
bols and doctrine of the great 'atonement. 
Among them he deigned to dwell, and to raiſe | 
up an illuſtrious line of prophets, who ſhould 
direct their faith and hope to Jeſus the Saviour. 


To him,” faith-Peter,.* give a/l the prophets 


*witneſs, that, through 4/s name, whoſoever 
« beheveth in him ſhall receive NL of 
« ſins. * 


But though the chüdbeh of Wel . 


theſe privileges, while other nations wee « wf: _ 


„ fered to walk in their own ways, they were 
taught that the covenant of peculiarity ſhould 


one day he abrogated, and be ſucceeded by a 


more general and more glorious ceconomy.— 
In thee, and in thy ſeed, ſhall / the nations 
« of the earth be bleſſed,” was the catholic 
promiſe to Abraham their father. As the time 
of its accompliſhment approached, the circle of 
prophetic viſion grew brighter and larger. Later 
Prophets were enabled to explain the . of 


„A5 x 43. | 7 + Gen, xii, 3, xrii. 18. 
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their predeceſſors, and to ſpeak, with precifion 
and clearneſs, both of the coming of Meſſiah, 
and of the glory that ſhould follow. Iſaiah, in 
particular, appears to have been favoured with 
the moſt liberal diſcloſure of the divine purpoſes. 
Born on high, by the reyealing Spirit, he ſees 
far beyond the common horizon. The extremes 
of the earth, and the ages of futurity, are com- 
manded into his view. He ſees the « ſun of 
c righteouſneſs” aſcending the Heavens, and 
breaking in upon the thick darkneſs which en- 
wraps the globe. He ſees the fiends of night 
ſtretch their foul wings, and fly from the ſpread- 
ing day. He ſees the tabernacle of God de- 
ſcending to dwell among men: His eye rolls 
ardent over the wondrous ſcene; his boſom 


| heaves with mighty emotions; and when utter- 


| ance is granted, he burſts forth in the language 
of the text, [n this mountain will the Lord of 
* Hofts deftroy the face of the covering caſi over 
&* all People, and the vail that is pr cad over al 
e nations, 
The Lord hath not been lack concerning b 
pPromiſe, nor have the words of his ſervant fal- 
len to the ground. The elementary diſpenſa- 
tion of Moſes is no more; its ſhadows have re- 
ceived their ſubſtance, and its types their truth, 
in the perſon and offices of the WorD made 
„ fleſh.” Millions of Gentiles, and among 
. believers of this aſſembly, who were once 
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5 afar off, are new brought nigh by the blood 
of Chriſt,” and are * no more ſtrangers and 
<6 foreigners, but fellow-citizens of the ſaints, 


* and of the houſhold of God.” “ 


But though all this hath happened, accord: 


ing to the ſcriptures, much is yet required to 


their complete fulfilment. Many families of 


the earth are ſtill unbleſt; Theſe too are re- 
ſerved for the trophies of Emanuel's grace, and 
are to be ſubjected to his authority, by the 
ſame means which he hath ever employed in 
converting ſinners the goſpel r 


Three topics of diſcourſe, not lefs appropriated 


to the defign of our meeting, than plainly ſug · 


geſted by the text: For in this mountain fhatl 
the Lord of Hoſts deſiroy the face of the covering 
caſt over all people, and the vail that is Jn | 


over all nations. 


I. Many families of the W are W unbleſt, £ 


They are deſcribed as deſtitute of. ſpiritual and 


ſaving knowledge; an idea obviouſly conveyed 


buy the figures of a vail, and a COVERING : 


Darknels, thick darkneſs, enſhrouds their minds, 
and conceals from them thoſe facts and princi- 
ples. which it moſt intereſts them to Ka ans | 
to improve. | 5 
Of the nations chus under ; a ; vail we reckon 


four claſſes: 


rh. b. 13, 19. 


1. The families which adhere to the © man 
<« of ſin:Enticed by his lying wonders, and 
given up to ſtrong delufions, they have deviated 
into the paths of apoſtacy ; they a are under the 
vail of anti- chriſtiun error. 5 
2. The families of rejected Iſrael: —Having py 
difowntd their Meſſiah when he came; and be- 
ing diſqualified, by judicial blindneſs, for diſ- 
cerning the real ſenſe of their ſcriptures, which 
teſtify of him; the vail upon their Beats 3 is a 
vail of o inate unbelief. 
3. The families which ber the: doctrines 
- of Mahommed :— Turned: aſide after fables, and 
amuſing themſelves with the belief of lying va- 
nities, they are under the vail of groſs impoſture. 
4. The families which are uſually called Pa- 
gan: With no other inſtruction than the glim- 
merings of natural reaſon, and the refracted rays 
of diſtant tradition, they are covered with the 
vail of deplorable ignorance. | 
All theſe are characterized in het text. But : 
our attention is invited more immediately to 
thoſe who are without any ſcriptural revelation. 
Though true of all, it is of them pre- eminently 
true, that they are under the double vail of a 
1 benighted e ee and an ern con- 
ſcience; 
God is. the Gn o« intellectual ight; for 
be alone is perfect reaſon. Wiſdom in natural 
things is his gift; much more that wiſdom which 5 


\ 
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is ſpiritual and divitie. | Loſs of ability to diſco- 


yer the chief good; was at once the juſt reward, 
and the native conſequence of revolt: For as 


all ſpiritual. light in the creature beams from 


the effulgence of the . Godhead, whenever fin 
had intercepted. the communion of man with 
his Maker, the day which ſhone around him 


vaniſhed; the gloom of the pit thickened on 
his foul; and from that accurſed hour to this, 
_ unleſs illumined from above, he hath wandered 


out of the way, and his feet have “ ſtumbled 


upon the dark mountains.” Does the affertion 


need proof? - Proofs innumerable are furniſhed 


by the unhappy. Heathen. Of the very God 


who © breathed into their noftrils the breath of 


 * life;” on whoſe bounty they are continual | 
| penſioners; and at whoſe tribunal they muft 
' ſhortly ſtand, they are. fatally ignorant. The 
Heavens may declare his glory, and the fir- 
„ mament ſhew forth his handy work; but 
the Pagans, unaccuſtomed to decypher their 
language, and to ſtudy. their leſſons, do not 
thence derive, in fact, juſt and clear perceptions 
even of his eternal power and Godhead ;” far 
leſs of his moral character; leſs fill can they 
learn that he is. the only ſatisfying portion of ra- 

tional beings; and leaſt of all, that he is acceſh- 

dle to the rebellious. Thoſe general notices of 


- 

£ 

* 
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his being which have prevailed in all countries 
and at all times, have never ſufficed to direct 
men aright in their inquiries after him; nor do 
they now prevent the moſt fooliſh, the moſt ex- 
travagant, the moſt abominable conceptions of 
hie nature, and of his operations, 
Miſtake in the firſt principles of religion and 
of morals, muſt generate uncertainty in all the 
ſubordinate principles of both, The rule of obe- 
dience is, therefore, at beſt, a ſubject of con- 
jecture. What is the genius, meaſure, and 
manner, of acceptable worſhip? What are the 
relative. duties of ſociety? Wherein they come 
| ſhort? And what ſhall be the fruit of tranſ- 
= greſſion? few of the Heathen aſk, and none can 
tell. Yet they are under a law of righteouſneſs 
Which faith, © the foul that finneth ſhall die.“ 
Ihe origin of their wants and woes they are 
unable to explore. To the demerit and wages 
of ſin they are utter ſtrangers. The conſe - 
quences of death they are equally unprepared 
to meet, or to eſtimate, All beyond the grave is 
impenctrable obſcurity. Their notions of im- 
mortality are leſs a ſpeculation than a dream, 
When called hence, they plunge into the world 
of ſpirits, unconſcious of their deſtiny; . 
till that conſummation of ſorrows, they grop 


at a venture, after the path of life; but prope, 


2 alas ! in | vain; af having the Ie WET dark. 
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« ened; being alienated from the life of God, 
through the 1gnorance that 1s in them, becauſe 
« of the blindneſs of their heart,” * 

Ot this intellectual darkneſs the inſeparable 


companion is an erring conſcience. 


Although light in the underſtanding does not, 


of courſe, imply moral excellence, yet, without 


the former, there can be none of the latter. To 
this it is. neceſſary not only that there be a law 


of morals, but that it be obeyed from a regard 
to the authority of the lawgiver. Both the law- 


giver and the law muſt, therefore, be known, 


or conſcience will inevitably go aſtray. The 


general ſentiment of right and wrong, though 


ſufficient, if violated, to leave men without ex- 
cuſe, will by no means conduct to the proper 
diſcharge of duty. The fact is notorious; - and 
8 glance at the Heathen world will deſcry a 
thouſand monuments of it. To thoſe who have 


the advantage of revelation, no truths appear 
more ſimple and luminous, than that there is 
but one God, and that he only i is entitled to re- 
ligious homage. Vet how dubious, on theſe 
points, were the moſt celebrated Heathen philo- 


ſophers! how embarraſſed their reſearch! how 
conjectural their opinion! And of that ſpiritual 
devotedneſs which is the life of real religion, 


they had 2 as little knowledge as the ſons of mo- 


* Epb. iv. 18. 
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dern unbelief. If from them we turn to the 
maſs of their cotemporaries, or to thoſe who 
are now in a ſimilar condition, we are ſtartled 
and ſhocked to ſee them “ worſhip and ſerve 
* the creature more than the Creator who is 
e bleſſed forever.. One poor idolater bows to 
the hoſt of Heaven;” another trembles before 
an evil ſpirit—Here, he finds his divinities in 
birds, and beaſts, and reptiles; there, he 
+ changes the glory of the incorruptible God 
into wn image made like unto corruptible 
„ man,” and lies proſtrate before a deity of 
ſtone or of wood, the work of his chizzel or his 
axe. © He heweth him down cedars, and taketh 
6 the cypreſs and the oak he burneth part there- 
of in the fire; with part thereof he eateth 
e fleſh; he roaſteth roaſt, and is ſatisfied ; ea, 
40 he warmeth himſelf, and ſaith, Aha, I am 
* warm, I have ſeen the fire: And the re- 
« ſidue thereof he maketh a god, even his gra- 
« yen image: he falleth down unto it, and wor- 
« ſhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and faith, 
Deliver me; for thou art my god And none 
a conſidereth in his heart, neither is their know- 
5 ledge nor underſtanding to ſay, I have burnt 
5 « part of it in the fire; yea, I have alſo baked 
| < bread upon the coals thereof; I have roaſted 
« fleſh, and eaten it; and ſhall I make the reſi- 


Rom. i. 25 + Rom. i. 23. 
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12 
er due thereof an abomination? ſhall 1 fall doun 


5 & to the ſtock of a tree? 


The rites of Paganiſm are worthy of its a 


Inſtead of a worſhip, reaſonable, reverend, and 


pure; it exhibits all the frightful varieties of 
whatever is abſurd, or blaſphemous, or obſcene. 
Its effects on individual and ſocial character, 


are preciſely ſuch as we might anticipate. Un- 


reſtrained by any juſt apprehenſions of God, of ; 
his law, or his government, the moſt baleful 


paſſions domineer in the heart, and the moſt 
horrible exceſſes pollute the life. Moral dif- 
tinctions confounded; the ſenſe of relative obli- 
gation extinguiſhed; crimes the moſt atrocious 


ple, are, among the Heathen, the refult of be- 
ing © without God.”+ If, in the midſt of this 
degradation and theſe enormities, the thought 


ſhould occur, * that they who do ſuch things 


c are worthy of death,” a ſecret horror creeps 
through the blood; Conſcience, the ſcorpion of 
_ guilt, ſtrikes his ſting into the boſom; fore- 
| bodings, equally dark and intolerable, the myf- 
terious preſentiment of “ judgment to come, 
harrow up the foul. Whither, in this extremity, 
ſhall they turn for fuccour? All around them 
1s one dreary and the reign of filence and of 


* Iſaiah xliv. 14—19. | 
y Ward's ME of the Law of Nations vol. 3 i. P. 218, boy 
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deſolation. No friendly voice is born to the 
liftening ear; no tower of help riſes up to the 
anxious eye. The Comforter, who ſhould com- 
fort their ſouls, is afar off. They have not 
heard, like you, of the name of Jeſus. They 
have none to tell them of < redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins, accord- 
ing to the riches of his grace.”* And the 
termination of their mortal courſe—O brethren, 
how tremendous! The Heavens blacken; the 
tempeſt roars; the whirlwind ruſhes by; down. 
pours the torrent; and without a refuge, and 
without a hope, they are {wept away in the ruin 
of the nations that forget God. 
Expoſed to this melancholy fate, the Hea- 
then claim our ſympathy; and we eagerly aſk, 
Is their doom to fuch woe irreverſibly ſealed? 
Are they ſhut out, forever, from the divine 
compaſſions? No! To the praiſe of his grace, 
Jehovah hath thoughts of mercy, rich mercy, 
towards them. HE WILL DESTROY, faith the 
prophet, the covering caft over all people, and ile 
vail that is ſpread over all nations a 2 the 
contemplation of which forms the 
II. Part of diſcourſe. 75 
From the days of eternity, the Father hath 
given to Meſſiah © the Heathen for his inherit- 
© ance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for 


* W „„ 


14 
« his poſſeſſion.“ * The whole earth, there - 
fore, being included in the covenant-grant, 
hall be filled with the knowledge, and ſub- 
dued to the obedience, of Jehovab. On the 
maxims of carnal wiſdom, the fact is, indeed, 
impoſlible, and the expectation wild. To ex- 
tirpate prejudices implanted in infancy, nurtur- 
ed by habit, confirmed by example, and con- 
ſecrated by tradition to enlighten the ſtupid 
idolater, and ſoften the ferocious. ſavage to 
perſuade men to .deſpiſe as contemptible, and 
loathe as abominable, the objects of their reſpect 
and veneration—in a word, to change the opi- 
nions, the cuſtoms, the characters of nations; 
and unite them in a religion, ſimple, holy, hea- 
venly-a religion oppoſed to every vicious prin- 
8 ciple, and every vicious acta religion which 
=: proſcribes all human merit, and proſtrates all hu- 
„ man pride — This is an undertaking which 


Fe equally defies the policy and the power of man. 
5 8 And the belief that it ſhall, at any time, be at- 
5 b-- = tended with ſucceſs, furniſhes inceſſant matter 
lj of deriſion to the philoſopher, and of ſneer to 


N the witling. Their miſtake lies in ſuppoſing _ 
* the God who made them to be as fooliſh and 
_ as feeble as themſelves, or as little concerned in 

I the ſalvation of ſinners, But we, according to 

ll, his promiſe, look for the interpoſition of his 


| 
f 
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arm, by which, however mean the inſtruments, 
this prodigious revolution ſhall be effected with 
no leſs eaſe than certainty. * For, 
1. He directs the complicated movements of 
the univerſe. However confuſed and contra- 
dictory things may appear to our little minds; 
with him whoſe “ underſtanding is infinite, 
there is neither ſurpriſe, perplexity, nor chance. 
_ «© Known unto the Lord are all his works from 
the beginning of: the world.” “ Not only are 
the laws of matter his ſovereign will, and their 
operation his continual agency, but the whole 
ſyſtem of intellect is under his control. All 
the diſcordant paſſions, intereſts, deſigns, which 
daſh, in eternal colliſion, the affairs of men; all 
the activities of ſuperior intelligences, as well the _ 
enmity of fiends as the miniſtry of angels, are 
combined, in the harmony of providence, to 
produce the reſult which he hath ordained; and 
hither every occurrence irreſiſtibly tends. © He 
« doth according to his will in the army of hea- 
e ven, and among thè inhabitants of the earth.” + 
Ne cauſeth * the wrath of man to praiſe bin : 
e and the remainder of wrath he will reſtrain.” 

The unpromiſing ſituation, therefore, of the 

Heathen, is no obſtacle to Iſrael's God, and 
| ſhould be none to Iſrael's faith. Be the moun- 
tains of difficulty ever ſo impaſſable, at his pre- 
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16 
ſence they flee away. Let the © nations rage, 
and the kingdoms be moved,” if he © utter 
c his voice, the earth is melted.”* 
2. The glory of Meſſiah is a chief end of we 


— of providence. 
. The viciſſitudes of kings and kingdoms, and 


al the ſtupendous events which ſhine in ancient 
annals, were important . chiefly as they ſerved 


to prepare the way, and to ſpread the triumphs, 


of him who was © a light to lighten the Gen- 
© tiles.” For this God gave the learning of the 


world to Greece, and its empire to Rome. Both 


contributed to facilitate and extend the victories 
of the goſpel. The ſame deſign is proſecuted 


in the events which, at this moment, aſtoniſli 


the world. If “nation riſe up againſt nation, 


and kingdom againſt kingdom if eſtabliſh. 


ments, impoſing from their antiquity, and formid- 
able from their ſtrength, be undermined hy the 


progreſs. of opinion, or. ſhattered by violent ex- 


ploſion—if impiety and ambition, and all the 
infuriate paſſions, be permitted to take their 
courſe; and ſcenes of deſolation and blood, ſuch 


as hiſtory hath not learnt to record, nor imagina- 


tion to paint, be opened to our view; it is, that 
God may deſtroy the dominion of hell by her 

_ own choſen legions, and make them ſubſerve the 

introduction of that kingdoms which 1 is © righte- | 


| , PC. xvi. 6, þ 


* ouſneſs, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
« Ghoſt.” Thus faith his high decree, I will 
hes overturn, overturn, overturn, until RE ſhall 
come whoſe right ir i, and 1 will” ow: it 
cc him. WW. a ? ** 
3. In the engen of the copy this ſpi- 
ritual revolution, by which the kingdoms of 
<-this world ſhall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Chriſt,” is frequently pre- 
dicted; and ſtrongly marked. All the ends of 
the world ſhall remember, and turn unto. the 
Lord; all: the kindreds of the nations ſhall 
e worſhip before thee. It ſhall come to pals, 
E in the laſt days, chat the mountain of the 
Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſned in the top 
< of: the: mountains; and ſhall be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations ſhall: low unto it: 
And many people ſhall go and ſay,” come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the houſe of the God of Jacob: and he will 
<« teach-us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
« paths: & So that from the: rifing of the 
« ſun, even unto the going down of the ſame, 
this name ſhall bei great among the Gentiles ; 


and in every place incenſe-ſhall be offered unto 


L his namic,'and a pure offering. Is there, 
then, a nation that yet . fit in darkneſs and the 
<.ſhadow of death?” for them © light is ſoun, 


„Ez. xxl. 25. + Rev. xi; 16. 4 Pl. rü. 27. $ If. ii. 23, | Mal. l. 17, 
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and to them ſhall © light ſpring up.” Is there # 
nation 5 mad upon their idols? Jehovah ſhalt 
„ famiſh all the gods of the earth,” and teach 


their votaries that he is © the God of ſalvation,” 


and that there is none beſide him.“ Is there 


a nation enſlaved to ſuperſtition, or abuſed by 


impoſture? He ſhall © fruſtrate the tokens of 
„the hars, ſhall make the diviners mad,“ and 


convert the bondage of their followers into the 
liberty of his dear children. Rejoice, there-, 


6 fore, ye Gentiles, with his people.. Faithful 


« 1s he that hath r Who alſo wall wat 
D ü. (Te 


But here occurs an | In query. By 
what means are theſe predictions to be fulfilled, 


and theſe proſpects to be realized? The means 
are Prepared ; they Are extremely ſimple; 5 they 


are in your hands even 2% doctrines of * goff 


pel of peace, And this is the 


III. And laft topic which I propaſot66 AE 
cuſs—Ix THIS MOUNTAIN, faith the prophet, 


| ſhall the I ord deny tho vail think 18 quad 


over all nations. 
Mount Zion, to which Ifaiah 4 is a fi- 
gure, moſt familiar to the ſcripture, of the 


Church of Chriſt. The apoſtle Paul, addreſs- 
ing believers under the New Teſtament, ſays, 
Je are come unto Mount Zion.“ And the 


Kom. xv. o. +1 Theſſ, ii. 12. Heb! . 23. |þ Heb. il. 2. 
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plain ſenſe of the text is, that the Lord Will 
| bleſs the Heathen outcaſts, by © cauſing them 

* to paſs under the bond of his covenant,” and 
to inherit the privileges of his houſe: and this 

| _ ſhall be effected, by diffuſing among them the 
glad tidings of ſalvation through our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift. ©. Behold,” faith the ſure word of pro- 
phecy, <* behold thou ſhalt call a nation that 


s thou knoweſt not, and nations that knew not 


« thee ſhall run unto thee, becauſe of the Lord 
thy God, and for the Holy one of litael, _ 
he hath glorified tee ou; 
Our faith on this point will, indeed; . ; 


._ chiedidicule of «tribe equally vain and licentious, | 


who. claim to be the excluſive benefactors of 
mankind. Rejecting, with opprobrium and in- 
ſult, the goſpel of Chriſt, they hail, as they 

ſpeak, a new order of things, and the world is 


to be regenerated by a reaſon without conſcience, 


and a philoſophy without religion. No doubt 
& ye are the people, and wiſdom ſhall die with 
* you.” + But after all the oſtentation and cla- 
mour of infidels, what reformation has been 
wrought by their doctrines or by their ſpirit? 
During forty centuries, reaſon and philoſophy 
had the world almoſt to themſelves, Where did 


they overthrow the reign of idolatry? From 


| what vice did . wal the patiohe?: One = 


e N 110 1 . ; 
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ſect of philoſophers roſe on the ruin of another, 
to be itſelf the aggrandizement of a third. But 
the world lay ſtill in wickedneſs; its diſeaſes 
rankled with increaſing fury, and ſtruck deeper 
and deeper their poiſonous roots, under the 
ſucceſſive treatment of theſe © phyſicians of no 
value.“ Eighteen centuries more have. nearly 
clapſed Sore «© God manifeſted in the fleſh, put 
* away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf:” and what 
has been done in elevating the character, in pu- 
rifying the morals, in ameliorating the condition 
of man, that has been done without the aids of 
his goſpel? What countries have the prieſthood 
of unbelief reſcued from barbariſm? Where 
have they reſiſted. the influence, or wiped off the 
| ſhame, of profligacy ? Where have they promot- 
ed either happineſs or virtue in public or in pri- 
vate? Whom have they taught to © deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
*righteouſly, and godly? ag: Shots. frajt * 
5 ſhall know them 
How different is the genius, _ ond diflerent 
| bas been the career of the goſpel of Chriſt! When 
it was promulged to the Heathen, the philoſopher 
pronounced it folly, and ſtalked diſdainfully by 
the miſſionary of the croſs: yet through the croſs 
did the miſſionary preach forgiveneſs of ſins, and 
life everlaſting; and lo, the throne of darkneſs tot · 
tered to its fall; the Gentiles <« turned from idols 
« to ſerve the living God,” Abandoning, at once, 
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their prejudices, their deluſions, and their luſts 
they © fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
<« ſet before them.“ The face of the world was 
changed, and the worldling knew not how. 
No deep ſpeculations, no ſubtle reaſonings, no 
diſplays of ſcience, converted the nations. The 
proceſs was very ſhort, and very ſimple. Their 
guilt and their depravity—their certain deſtruc- 
tion without pardon and renovation—the grace 

of God in ſending Chriſt Jeſus to die for ſin- 

ners—his ability to ſave unto the uttermoſt— 
and the freedom of his falvation to the moſt 
worthleſs and vile, are the truths which won the 
Gentiles to the obedience of Chriſt. It is this 
ſame goſpel which, at this hour, turns men 


"2M from darkneſs to light,” and which is deſtin- 


ed to © carry the banners of the croſs victorious 

* round the globe.” Thoſe refined moral dif- 
quiſitions which, under the garb of ſermons, 
expel vital godlineſs from the church, will ne- 
ver introduce it among the Heathen. Who- 
ever hopes to gain them to the faith, muſt imi- 
tate the | Apoſtle Paul. He muſt © preach 


. Chriſt crucified, to the Jaws a {tumbling block, 


« and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ;' but to them 


= who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt, : 


the power of God, and the wiſdom of God.“ x 
Adapted to every clime of the earth, to every 


0 1 Cor, i; 934 2h 


ſtage of ſociety, and to all deſcriptions of its 
members; unveiling their real miſery, and bring- 
ing near the only remedy; diſcovering, at once, 
their wants, and the means of ſupplying them; 
and, ſeconded by the energy of the quicken- 
ing Spirit, this precious goſpel faſtens on the 
conſcience, melts the heart, thrills the very 
bones and marrow, and transforms the moſt ob- 
durate -rebel into a willing ſubject of Jeſus 
Chriſt, When the * Lord gives teſtimony to 
the word of his grace,” it ſhall have © free 
s courſe, and be glorified.” No darkneſs too 
diſmal for it to diſpel, no prejudices too obſti- 
nate to ſubdue. © © Mighty, through God, to 
the pulling down of ſtrong holds,” this very 
. goſpel ſhall force its way through every phyſical, 
and every moral difficulty; and in his name and = 
ſtrength, ſhall its meſſengers caſt down imagina- 
tions, and every high thought that lifteth itſelf | 


up againſt the obedience of Chriſt. _ Every 


Sl valley ſhall be exalted, and every mountain 
& and hill ſhall be made low; and the crooked 
„ ſhall be made ſtraight, and rough places plain. 
And the glory of the Log D ſhalt be revealed, 
< and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together; for the 
mouth of the Loxp hath ſpoken it,”*® 
Come then; my brethren, let us afcend the hill 
| of God; and, aided by the torch of the ſkies, let 
© lfaiah xk 4, 5. 
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us look through the ſurrounding gloom, to the 
- glories that lie beyond. See] an “ angel flies 
through the midſt of Heaven, having the ever- 
( laſting goſpel to preach to every nation, and 
+ kindred, and tongue, and people.. The 
ſtandard of Sni Lon is reared : his banner waves 
on high: the great trumpet is blown: the nations 
hear, and gather unto him. From the eaſt, 
from the weft, from the north, from the ſouth, 
they preſs into the kingdom. On the one 
hand, is the plundering Arab; on the other, the 
pitileſs Savage. Here, are the frozen children 
of the Pole; there, the ſable tribes: of Afric; 
and yonder, the long diſinherited Jew ſteals 
filently to his Meſſiah, weeping as he goes. 
Hark ! the din of arms, and the tumult of bat- 
tle ceaſe; Diſcord and War retreat back to hell; 


and again that hymn of Angels is heard below, 


Glory to God in the higheſt; on earth peace; 

© g00d-will towards men. 4 The redeemed of 

the Lord raiſe their reſponfive ſong, © Now is 
come ſalvation and ſtrength, and the kingdom 


of our Lord, and the polen of his Chriſt.” T? 


Brethren, 'tis no illuſion; tis © the ſober oye 
* tainty” of truth divine. The zeal of the Lord 
« Hoſts will perform this HALLELUIAH! 

Ax xo, dear brethren; ſhall not the firſt 
ſentiment of our hearts be a ſentiment of grati- 
tude for the grace of God manifeſted unto us? 


„Rer. xii, 6. Fake, 1 | $ Kev. ii 16. 
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Let it never be forgatien, that we, in our an- 
ceſtors, were among the periſhing outcaſts. 


Yet to us hath the word of ſalvation been ſent. 
Without the goſpel of Jeſus, e ſhould this day 


have been burning incenſe unto idols: With- 


out the goſpel of Jeſus, we ſhould have been 


ſtrangers to that bleſſed hope which gives to life 
its belt reliſh, and takes from death both his 
| terrors and his ſting. O Chriſtian, Chriſtian, 
remember, that if thou haſt eſcaped the wrath 


to come, and art made © an heir of God, and 


a fellow heir with Jeſus Chriſt,” it is to the 
praiſe of ſovereign mercy. Thy father was an 
Amorite, and thy mother a Hittite; and thou 


mighteſt have been left, with the Amorites and 
Hittites, to die in thine i iniquity. Vet thou liveſt ; 


liveſt unto God; liveſt for glory; and ſhalt ne- 


ver come into condemnation, and never taſte 


of the ſecond death.“ Thrice bleſſed goſpel, 
which bath brought life and immortality to 


light 2+" Thrice glorious. grace, which hath 
Bu WET} any of us to receive. the truth in 


« the love thereof: And thrice. .condeſcending 


Saviour, who hath “ waſhed us from our ſins in 
« his own blood, and. hath made us kings and 


S prieſts unto God.and his father.” + ; 1 


2. Since tlie Lord hath deſtroyed the 721 that 
was d Over us, by revealing to us the, rent 


John v. 24. + 2 Tim. i. 10. . . 5. 
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fatvation, let all who have hitherto been indiffer- 
ent about it, be deeply impreſſed with the duty 
of embracing it, without delay, and with the 85 
and danger of neglecting it. 
elt is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
« ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to fave the chief of ſinners.” * On the 
authority of the moſt high God, that goſpel 
which we preach, tenders to you, my brethren, 
to every one of you, a free grant of this Saviour, 
and, in him, of eternal life: and, ſuffer me to 
add with all folemnity, enjoins your acceptance 
of it at the peri] of your ſouls. This is 4is com- 
mandment; this, therefore, is your duty, your 
immediate, your indiſpenſible duty, to believe 
on the name of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, that you 
may be ſaved. A refuſal is the moſt aggravated 
crime which you can poſſibly commit. For jt 
not only approves, with deliberation, all your 
deeds of rebellion againſt the God of your mer- 
cies, but pours contempt on the riches of his 
grace, and throws ſcornfully away the'only hope 
that ever has been, or ever ſhall be, propoſed. w-- 


guilty men. The experiment, therefore, is not 


leſs dangerous than ſinful. For if ye reject 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, there remaineth no 
more ſacrifice for fin. And when Jehovah 
writeth up the people, he will. count that ye 


Im. i. 1d , f Heb. MA 
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«+. trampled under foot the Son of his love, and 
« deemed the blood of the covenant wherewith 
* he was ſanctified an unholy thing; and did 
« deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace. Think 
not that this is a matter of trifling moment. 
If the goſpel, which you hear from day to day, 
be not the inſtrument of your converſion to 
God, it ſhall be the occaſion of your more 
dreadful condemnation. If not the ſavour 
<« of life unto life, moſt certainly © the ſavour 
* of death unto death.” The Heathen will riſe | 
up in the judgment againſt you, and will con- 
demn you; for they never ſhared your means of 
| falvation. The devils will riſe up in the judg- 
ment againſt you, and will condemn you; for no 
Saviour was provided for them; and, therefore, 
whatever be their crimes, the rejection of a Me- 
diator's blood will be none of them. Now, then, 
« as though God did beſeech you by us, we pray 
you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled unto 
God.“ O that ye may know, in this your 
day, hs things that belong to your e ber 
fore they be hid from your eyes!” _ 
3. In the aſſurance that Jehovah will Jefitinn 
by the prevalence of his goſpel, the yail ſpread 
over the nations, behevers may ſee how little they 
have to fear for the exiflence, or for che tri- 
umph, of their religion. ; 


„ Heb. 405 ' if 2 Cor. i. 16. 2 Cor. v. 20. 
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- Infidelity, it is true, proſpers; and hath aſ- 
ſumed a moſt effrontful air, and a moſt impe: 
rious tone. Her threats are loud, and her ex- 
pectations ſanguine. But threats as loud have, 
more than once, been put to ſhame; and ex- 
pectations as ſanguine, more than once, been 
blaſted. Seventeen centuries ago did the adver- 
faries of the church predict her ſpeedy downfal; 
but, unlike the prophets of Jehovah, they prov- 
ed to be the ſeers of a lie: ſhe hath lived to 
ſee their rage periſh, their monuments moulder, 
their names fink into oblivion: and fuch ſhall 
pe the iſſue of her prefent conflict. She can 
meet with no atſault more furious and formida- 
ble than thoſe which ſhe hath a thouſand times 
met and a thouſand times foiled, God is in 
E the midſt of her; ſhe ſhall not be moved; 
«God ſhall help her, and that right early.” * 
Therefore, © no weapon that is formed againſt 
her ſhall proſper ; and every tongue that 
< rifeth in judgment againſt her, ſhe ſhall con- 
demn.”-+ The temporary ſucceſs of the infidel 
ſhould, indeed, confirm our faith, becauſe it 
verifies the ſcriptures, Our maſter, Chriſt, 
hath told us, that this ſhall be one of the ſigns 
of his approach: when the fon of man 
„ cometh, ſhall he find faith on the earth ö 
Every infidel under Heaven is, then, a witneſs. 


Pf zlvi.s.— + Iaiah liv. 17. | Luke xvili. 8. 
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for Chriſtianity; and carries in his forehead the 
proclamation that it is divine Let him enjoy 
his exultation. Under a control which he can 
neither elude nor refiſt, he is really, though ig- 
norantly, working his own deſtruction, and the 
aggrandizement of Meſſiah. His progreſs ſhall 
be arreſted, and his boaft. confounded,  when- 
ever he ſhall have performed the part allotted to 
him in the “ determinate counſel and fore- 
© knowledge of God.“ In our patience, there- 
fore, let us poſſeſs: our ſouls, What, though 
Blaſphemy diſplay his columns in defiance to the 
armies of the living God? What, though Diſ⸗ 
order ſpread from pole to pole, and mingle the 
nations in univerſal uproar ? What, though 
the foundations be deſtroyed, their fabrics over- 
turned, and earth quiver under the falling wreck? 
That Jeſus whom we BONES wel. ow for- | 
ever: He „„ | 


- 5 8 Rites in the de, n ares the dem > 8 


| With all power i in «hain 5 in 1 b, bh wall 
bring order out of confuſion, , and light out of 
_ darkneſs, In the moment of deciſion. he will = 
ariſe, and plead his own cauſe. When he ap- 
_ pears, in glory, to build up Zion, his enemies 
ſhall lick the very duſt. . The infidel, to his 
| aſtoniſhment, will find, that i in planting the ſeeds 
of unbelief, he was planting laurels for the croſs: 
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and the believer, to his unſpeakable joy, that 
all the trials of the church, and all the tumults 
of the world, were but preparative to the 85 7 
of righteouſneſs in the ages of peace.” 

4. The ſubject which has this evening occu- 
ted our attention, places, in a ftrong light, 
both the ob/igation which lies on Chriſtians to 
evangelize the a and their encouragement 
Nene n! J 1 

If we count it life eral to know the only 
true: God, and Jeſus ' Chriſt whom he, hath 
ſent, our bowels muſt yearn over thoſe who are 
acquainted with neither. But, it would be 
more than unkind, and worſe than reproach- 
ful, were our beſt ſympathies to evaporate in 
empty words, or empty wiſhes. We are call- 
ed not merely to condolence, but to action. 
A number of the families yet under the vail, 
are our neighbours. They border on our 
country; they are acceſſible to our enterprize. 
Prompt and ſpirited meaſures for introducing | 
among them the golpel of Chr, are our 
bounden duty. 
Dur ae betsvſt we Tall the means of | 

grace, and they have Tor. The unſearchable 
Fiches of Chriſt have been poured in upon us, 

While they are languiſhing in ſpiritual poverty. 

They muſt addreſs themſelves for help to ſome 
more favoured than theirſelves; and to whom, 
with a more imperious claim than to us? The 
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very difference of our ſituation creates us their 
debtors: the vicinity of our refidence doubles 
the debt. The word and ordinances were be- 
ſtowed upon us, not only that ourſelves might 
be ſaved, but that we might miniſter to the ſal- 
vation of others. Our poſſeſſion, therefore, of 
the glorious goſpel, implies, in the very nature of 
the privilege, an obligation to extend it as far as 
poſſible. Freely ye have received, freely ye mult 
give. This is the way in which the goſpel ever 
has been, and ever muſt be diffuſed. Though 
the employment would dignify angels, God hath 
committed it to men. They who poſſeſs the 
treaſure muſt impart it to others; and theſe, 
again, to more; till paſſing, in earthen veſſels,” 
from people to people, and from clime to clime, 
it enrich the world. An attempt to monopolize, 
or, which amounts to the ſame thing, a refuſal to 
eirculate it, is treaſon againſt the law of the king- 
dom. And let it not, my brethren, be our diſ- 
honour and our crime, to betray both ingrati- 
tude to our Redeemer, and cruelty to our fellow 
men, by declining to communicate to them the 
mercies which, through the 3 of 
others, he hath laviſhed upon us. 
With the ſuperiority of our privileges, the 
genius of our profeſſion conſpires to challenge our 
interference in behalf of the Heathen. As 
Chriſtians, we profeſs that the glory of the 
Lord Jeſus i 1s the object moſt dear to our hearts, 


/ 
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and moſt worthy of our purſuits. We profeſs 
to believe that the redemption of the foul is pre- 
cious, and that, without the virtue of his blood, 

it ceaſeth forever. Is this a ſincere profeſſion? 
Can it at all conſiſt with unwillingneſs to uſe 
every means in our power for diffuſing, far and 
near, the ſweet ſavour of his name? Muſt not 
a guilty bluſh crimſon our faces, [If we preſume 
to pray © thy kingdom come,” when we are 
conſcious that we have done nothing, are doing 
nothing, endeavour to do nothing, for the pro- 
motion of his kingdom ? Do we, in very deed, 

believe, that there is no falvation in any other; 
no name given under Heaven whereby finners 
can be ſaved, but the name of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
yet look coolly on, while multitudes of the 
Heathen are periſhing within our reach; nor 


5. ever ſtretch out a hand for their relief? Yes, 


my brethren, a generous and perſevering attempt 
to proclaim among them the glad tidings of a 
 Savious, 18 2 tribute to the decency of our 
Chriſtian profeſſion; and it is a tribute which 
their moſt afflicting Meet bes forbid to be de- 
ferred any longer. 
If you heard of a 3 oe: human beings 
ſhut out from every ſuſtenance, and falling, in 
rapid ſucceſſion, the victims of famine, and knew, 
at the ſame time, that vigorous exertion might 
reſcue the ſurvivors, what anxiety would thrill 
every heart, what eagerneſs animate every coun- 
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| tenance! How would the hand pour forth its 


ſpontaneous benefaCtions ! How ſpeedily would 
meſſengers be diſpatched with the ſtaff of life 


Alas! my brethren, we ſpeak to you of a more 
terrible famine; * a famine not of bread, nor a 
S thirſt for water, but of hearing of the word 


« of the Lord.”* We plead with you not for 


- expiring bodies; it is the {pirit, the ſpirit that 
dies! To the heart of the Chriſtian be our ap- 


peal. Suppole thy. bible taken from thee; thy 
ſabbaths blotted from thy days; the mercies of 


the ſanctuary fled; thy father's fellowſhip denied; 

thy hopes, full of immortality,” vaniſhed ; 
the ſhadows of eternal night ſtretching over thy 
ſoul— And if the thought be more intolerable 
than ten thouſand deaths, think of yonder Pa- 
gans, without God, and without hope. Ah 
while the ſentence is on my lips, they are paſs- 


ing, by hundreds, into that world unſeen, with 


no renewing Spirit, and no atoning blood 5 


« Oh that mine head were waters, and mine 


eyes a fountain of tears,” þ that I might weep 


unceaſingly over the mighty ruin 
If any additional argument can be W 
to render the proof of our duty, on this point, 


completely triumphant; that argument is ſuppli- 
ed by the command of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
When he left this world, and went unto the 


Amos viii. It. 4 Jer. ix. I. 
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Father, his parting injunction to his followers 
was, Go ye and teach all nations.“ And 
that the precept is binding upon the whole 
church to the end of time, the promiſe of his 
preſence and ſupport moſt clearly emnces—*< Lo, 
„Lam with you always, even unto the end of 
Hie world. The command, being expreſs and 
full, leaves no room for evaſion. It either obli- 
gates all, or obligates none. If we may be ex- 
empted without ſin, the exemption muſt extend 
to every Chriſtian Society under Heaven; and 
then the maſter's commandment would be 4 
nullity, and his promiſe have neither grace nor 
meaning. In this matter, therefore, my bre- 
thren, we are by no means guiltleſs. With a ſin- 
gle exception, all denominations of Chriſtians 
among us have violated their faith to their Lord; 
and are now chargeable with habitual diſreſpect 
to his authority. | Inſtead of haſtening, with ge- 
nerous emulation, to the aid of the Heathen, 
we have gone, one to his farm, and another to 
his merchandize: we have clamoured for the 
ſhibboleths of party, and have been unanimous 
(ah, ſhameful unanimity!) in declining, on car- 
nal and frivolous excuſes, that work of faith, 

that labour of love. Now, therefore, thus faith 
1 the Lord, confidet your ways. bed we e perſiſt i in 


by Mat. vill. 19. 


I The honour of this exception belongs to the Mokavian 1 ur- 
THREN, 
E. . 
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neglecting theſe Heathen, while we have the 
means of ſending the goſpel to them, they ſhall 
die in their iniquity; but their blood NE be 
required at our hands. 

Let no one object difficulties'® tn a alta; 
of plain duty, a believer is not to be deterred by 
difficulties. Thus sAlrH TRE Lon, is his 


warrant: and as long as there is nothing too hard 


for omnipotence, there is nothing to juſtify diſo- 
bedience or demur. Unbelief looks at oppoſi- 
tion, and faints. Faith looks at the promiſe of 
God, and conquers. In the ſtrength of the pro- 
| miſe, worm Jacob threſhes the mountains, and 
beats them ſmall as chaff. It is the way of the 
Holy one of Iſrael to order his ſervants on diffi- 
cult duty, without ſhewing them immediately 
hom they are to ſucceed. Reſerving to himſelf 
the manner and the praiſe of their victory, he 
lays upon them a neceflity of truſting his faith- _ 
fulneſs; and they never did, and never 2985 oo 
truſt } it in vain. 
But why do 1 Dk: of difficulties ? The 


moſt formidable ones which muſt be encountered nk 
in a miffion to the Heathen, have been over- 


come, and are daily overcome, by the firmneſs 
and intrepidity of carnal men. They can viſit 
the ſavage tribes, can croſs their rivers, climb. 
their mountains, trave erſe their foreſts; can learn 
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their language, conform to their manners, ac- 
quire their confidence; can patiently ſubmit to 
hunger and cold, fatigue and peril: For what? 
To decorate earthly ſcience, or to collect the 
duſt of lucre, or the vapours of fame. They 
pretend to no divine command; they think of 
no divine ſupport. Yet we, who talk familiarly 
of both, turn pale at the mention of thoſe obſta- 
cles which they continually ſurmount. W hence 
this reſoluteneſs on the one fide, and this timidity 
on the other! The uncourtly truth is, that the 
men of the world are in earneſt, and we are not. 
And what muſt they, what can they conclude 
from our ſupineneſs? Either that our religion 
is falſe, or that we do not believe it? How 

long ere this reproach be wiped away? Duty 
urges; Miſery implores; thouſands of precious 

fouls are the depending ſtake ; and not a mo- 

ment is to be loſt. In the work before us, in 
the immortal work of evangelizing the Hea- 
| then, let us rouſe each latent energy, and brave 
oppoſition like good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
And certainly the encouragement is as great 
as the call is preſſing. As far as man, with 
the lights of prophecy, can judge, the time is 
not very diſtant, when God ſhall ariſe, and 
have mercy upon Zion. What mean theſe 
dire convulſions ? this craſh of kingdoms? theſe 
torrents of blood? He who can here diſcover 
only the ſhock of human intereſts, or the mad- 


neſs of human paſſions, hath not penetrated be- 
yond ſecondary and inſtrumental agencies. From 
the eminence of ſcriptural prediction, a humble 
believer overlooks the mole-hill of worldly politics, 
and deſcries the moving power, and the neceffary 
effect, of the machinery of Providence. To him 
it is evident that Jehovah * ſhakes the nations, 
and is ſhaking them, that © the defire of all na- 


tions may come.” And hence his faith derives 


an eſtabliſhment, and his hope an elevation, 
which earth is as unable to deſtroy as to create. 
Impending calamity, then, ſhould ſtimulate, and 


not diſhearten, the diſciples of Jeſus. The walls 


of Jeruſalem are commonly built in troublous 
times. Nor hath the career of the golpel been 
ever more ample and brilliant, than in the days 
which were memorable for diftreſs of nations, 
“ with perplexity ; the ſea and the waves roar- 
«ing; men's hearts failing them for fear; and 
< looking after thoſe things which were coming 
S upon the earth.“ In theſe circumſtances of 
_ diſaſter and diſmay, the people of God are charg= 
ed to look up, and lift up their heads, becauſe 
their redemption draweth. nigh, and the Son of 
Man is coming with great power and glory. If 
theſe are, in any degree, the ſigns of the times, 
then, zow is the time for the armies of Iſrael to 
gird every man his ſword on his thigh, and fol- 
low Day id, his king: to conqueſt and glory. : 


Luke xxi. 255 26. 
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If from the ſphere of politics we turn to that 
of religion, we ſhall behold events which ought 
to convert every doubt into proof, and every wiſh 
into a vow. While the ſpirit of diſcord rages 
in the world, the ſpirit of union and of love de- 
ſcends upon the church. Beyond the waters of 
the Atlantic, our brethren in the faith and pa- 
tience of Jefus, rejoice in his moſt benignant in- 
| fluences. Aſtoniſnhing ſpectacle! The ſpell of 
party is broken; the antipathies of the cradle 
expire; the ſtrife of ages ceaſes; and a ſweeter 
harmony of heart and of meatures, among Chriſ- 
tians of different name, is produced in an hour, 
than has been granted to the intreaties, the la- 
bours, the prayers, of the beſt of men, for cen- | 
turies together 1 
Do you demand the cauſe of this gracious | 
unanimity? It is the doing of the Lord. Its 
object? It is the extenſion of the Mediator's 
kingdom. Its fruits? They are, already, em- 
baffies of peace to the Heathen. Great is the 
company who have gone forth, with primitive 
zeal, to publiſh the word of life. The proba- 
dility is that Chrift crucified, that Chriſt whom 
our ſouls love, is, at this moment, preached to 
the barbarians of the ſouthern ſeas; and that an 
evangelical miſſion is on its way to the interior 
of Africa! Ye ſervants of the moſt high God, 
who ſhew unto the Gentiles the way of falvation, 
all hail! May the Breaker go up before you; 
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even Jehovah on the head of you; may he cheer 
you with his preſence, fill you with his Spirit, 
clothe you with his bleſſing! And what more 
auſpicious omen can we, my brethren, deſire? 
When the work is actually begun; when it has 
received the moſt unequivocal tokens of divine 
approbation, ſhall we ſtill linger, and tempt the 
Lord by aſking any further ſigns? To him 
who is not blind, the finger of his providence 
points; to him who is not deaf, the voice of his 
providence calls. Incitement of a more imperi- 
ous kind would encroach on the eee of 
| miracle, 151 | 
It to theſe encouragements We add the pro- 
miſe of our maſter in Heaven, Reluctance will 
be cut off from her laſt retreat. He hath ſaid, 
that he will be with his people in their attempts 
to teach the nations. If, on a deſign ſo truly 
Chriſtian, we go in /zs name, and in is ſtrength, 
we have a right to expect his aid; nor is it poſſible 
that he ſhould abandon us, or put us to ſname. 
He hath bound himſelf, by the oath of his cove- 
nant, to beat down oppoſition before thoſe who, 
obedient to his authority, conſtrained by his love, 
and confiding in his truth, enter upon arduous 


duty; and the glory of his crown is ſtaked on 


the iſſue. With the Lord of Hoſts on our ſide, 
whom or what ſhall we fear? To him all diffi- 

culties are ahke. At his command the treaſures 
of the earthling ſhall flow in the ſervice of the 
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croſs; and hundreds ſhall ariſe to ſolicit, as an 


enviable diſtinction, the office of a goſpel-herald 


to the ſavages. Clad in the armour of the ſanc- 
tuary, and conducted by the“ Captain of ſal- 
vation,“ they ſhall go forth . conquering and 
to conquer.“ Ere his promiſe fail, the moun- 
tains ſhall ſink, the vallies riſe, the rivers. be 
driven back to their ſources, and Ocean again di- 


vide his waters. Who, then, are on the Lord's 
ſide? Who prefer the ſalvation of men above 
their chiefeſt joy? Who burn to hide the diſ- 


honour of the paſt in the glory of the future, 


and aſpire to the dignity of being fellow workers 


with God? Let them, with one heart and one 
ſoul, in the faith of the goſpel, in the good 
will of brethren, in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, 


forthwith pledge themſelves to each other, to 
thoſe apoſtolical believers beyond the ſea, to the 


Heathen, who are periſhing for lack of viſion, 


that they will unite their efforts to fill the dark 


places of the land with the light of God's ſalva- 


tion. Should we ſucceed in the converſion of a 
ſingle Pagan, the acquiſition would infinitely re- 
pay our expenditure and our toil. For our Lord 
himſelf hath pronounced the whole world, in 
compariſon with one ſoul, to be a thing of nought. 


But O, my brethren, who ſhall count the num- 


ber, or define the extent, or limit the duration, 
of thoſe bleſſings which our exertions may be 
inſtrumental in imparting to the Heathen! 
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Who ſhall ſtop the river of life in its courſe 
through their parched ſoil? Moſt tranſporting 
thought! that thouſands of believers whom we 
ſhall never ſee in the fleth; and tens of thou- 
ſands, who ſhall come into being when we are 
gathered unto our fathers, may trace their know- 
| ledge of the Saviour to the execution of that 
plan in virtue of which I addreſs you this even- 
ing! and that its magnificent reſult may never 
be fully diſcloſed, till the myſtery of providence 
be finiſhed, the election of grace brought in, and 
the ſhout of final redemption: thunder wee 
: the en of God! 


NOTE, to Page 34. 


Ax objection to miſſions among the Indians, or other ſavages, 
which many view as unanſwerable, is, * that ſome conſiderable 
„ progreſs in civilization is previouſly neceſſary to prepare a peo- 
« ple for the reception of Chriſtianity. You muſt firſt make them 
emen, ſay the patrons of this opinion, before you make them Chriſ- 
« tians. You muſt teach them to live in fixed habitations, to aſſo- 
e ciate in villages, to cultivate the ſoil, and then you may hope that 


© they will hear and underſtand when you unfold the ſublime ped 
« ples of the goſpel.”* 


Plauſibhle and popular as this objection is, it is equally unſupported | 


5 reaſon, by ſcripture, or by fact. 


If the goſpel cannot ſucceed among the Indians, for example, 


the obſtacle muſt be either in their underſtandings or in their man- 
ner of life. | 


The former opinion © ſuppoſes a wider difference 1 the 


* underſtanding of the man of the woods and the man of the city, 
than what does, in fact, take place. The human mind is not, 
Rn any country, below the reach of diſcipline and religious inſtruc. 


« tion. The American Indian, the Pacific Iſlander, and the Afri- 


* can negro, are ſhrewd men, whoſe intellectual capacity will not 


( ſuffer in compariſon with the uneducated claſſes of people on the 
continent of Europe. f Why ſhould it, ſince it is culture, and 
that alone, which deſtroys the level of abilities naturally equal? 


| Surely the Indian, whoſe neceſſities compel him not only to hunt 
and fiſh for his ſubſiſtence, but to be, in a great meaſure, his own 
 artificer, as well as the guardian of his private and public right, 


muſt be ſuperior, in point of general underſtanding, to thoſe vaſt bo- 


dies of Europeans whoſe intelligence the diviſion of labour has con- 
fined to a detached article of manufacture, or to the merely ſervile 


operations of agriculture. Indeed, all the national tranſactions with the 
Indians ſhew them to poſleſs great ee and no mall ſhare of 


* Dr. — „o, Edinburgh P] geen before the ag. 5 in Saulen. E 
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what learning cannot beſtow - common ſenſe. How ſeldom will 
you find, J do not ſay among the vulgar, but among the poliſhed 
orders of ſociety, better ſpecimens of well-formed idea, and of ge- 
nuine eloquence, than are frequent in the Indian talks ? 

If, on the other hand, their manner of life be conſidered as pre- 
ſenting the deciſive obſtacle, this opinion ſuppoſes it much more dif- 
ficult to alter outward habits than inward principles. Chriſtians 
will not diſpute that the goſpel can and does transform both the 
heart and the character; yet it is thought unable to overcome a pro- 
penſion to wandering from place to place. The plain meaning of 
the objection, therefore, is this, that ſome means more powerful than 
the goſpel, ruſt be applied to civilize the Indians, and prepare them 
for its reception. For if it be admitted, that the goſpel can civilize 
as well as fave, the objection falls at once to the ground. But if its 
power to civilize be denied, while its power to fave is admitted, it 
becomes the objectors to ſhew the reaſon of this diſtinction; and 


_ alfo, what thoſe more effectual means of civilization are. Be they 
what they may, ſince the goſpel is excluded, they muſt be merely hu- 


man; and then the principle of the objection turns out to be this, 
that the wiſdom of man is better adapted t to civilize ms N 
than the wiſdom of God. 

Further; the objection ſuppoſes that ſavages are to be civilized 


without any religious aid. For whatever arguments prove the utility, 


in this matter, of religion at all, conclude, with tenfold energy, in 
favour of the religion of Chriſt. But to neglect the religious prin- 
ciple, would be to neglect the moſt potent auxiliary which can be 


employed in managing human nature; and to act in the ſpirit of that 


wiſe philoſophy which would erect civil ſociety upon the baſis of 
Arheifm. | 

It would ſwell this note into a Attertatlon, to face the various 
confiderations which militate againſt the idea of. civilizing the Indi- 
ans before we attempt to chriſtianize them. But granting this, for 
a moment, to be neceſſary, who ſhall effe& it? Philoſophers? Mer- 
chants? Politicians? If we wait for them, the ſun will expend his 


laſt light, and the buſineſs be unfiniſhed.. The Indians have had in- 


tercourſe with the whites, in the concerns of trade and policy, nearly 
two hundred years, and moſt of them are as wild as ever. To put 
off evangelical miſſions to them, till, in the ordinary courſe of things, 
they become crvined, is, therefore, e to putting them off 
forever. | | 
2. If the opinion that the colpel can ſucceed al among civiliz- 
ed people, receives little countenance from reaſon, i it receives leſs 
from ſeripture. | | | 5 
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No ſuch reſtriction of its influence is contemplated in prophecy. 
Its univerſal reception is the ſubject of numberleſs predictions; but 
they contain not a hint that the want of civilization ſhall be ſuch a 
bar to its progreſs as is commonly imagined. On the contrary, it 
is expreſsly declared, that the moſt roving and untutored tribes ſhall 


rejoice in Meſſiah's ſalvation, even while they retain their unpoliſhed | 


characters and manners. Sing unto the LoxD a new ſong—Let 
« the wilderneſs and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villa- 
e ges* that Kedar doth inhabit—Let the inhabitants of the rock ſing; 
* let them ſhout from the top of the mountains.” Beyond all con- 
troverſy, the general ſenſe of the prophet, in the words of that ele- 
gant ſcholar, Biſhop LowTn, is, that the moſt uncultivated coun- 
..* tries, and the moſt rude and uncivilized people, ſhall confeſs and 
celebrate, with thankſgiving, the bleſſing of the knowledge of 


God graciouſly imparted to them.”} And he particularizes, as 


an example, thoſe wild Arabs, who, in every point of compariſon, 
were as inacceſſible to the goſpel as the American Indians. 

No ſuch reſtriction was thought of by the Apoſtle Paul. He 
was a debtor not more to the Greeks than to the barbarians. He 


maintains, that in the body of Chriſt © there is neither Greek nor 
„ Tew, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free.” A poſition which evi- 
dently aſſumes, that barbarians or Scythians might be Chriſtians no 


leſs than Jews or Greeks, bondmen or free. 
No ſuch reſtriction is to be found in the commiſſion which the 
Lord Jeſus hath left his church. Thus it runs, Go and teach all 
© nations—Go ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
40 creature,” manifeſtly, every human creature, for ſuch only are ob- 
jects of the goſpel-ſalvation. Not a ſyllable about civilization. And, 


. unleſs it can be proved, that Indians, and other ſavages, are neither 


nations nor human creatures; or, if they are, that they are in no 


Part of the world, the prejudice we are combatting muſt be aban- 
doned as in direct . to the will and the commandment of 


5 Chriſt. 


SGauch a reſtriction, moreover, effaces the chief character and 18 | 
of the goſpel, viz, that © it is the power of God to ſalvation.” Were 


it what many take it to be, a ſyſtem of mere moral ſuaſion, of cool, 


Philoſophic argument, the caſe would be different, and the preju- 
dice juſt. Indians and Hottentots are, indeed, rather rough mate- 


* Or tents, 
+ Jaiab xlii. Io, 11. 

4 Tranſlation of {aiab. Notes, b. 108, Ms. 
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rials for a religion cantly ſtiled rational. But whoever knows any 
thing of real Chriſtianity, knows that the converſion of a ſinner is 

the excluſive work of Jexovan the SyikiT. It is this principle, and 
this alone, which makes the preaching of the word to men © dead 
„in treſpaſſes and ſins,” a reaſonable ſervice. Now, to ſay that the 
goſpel cannot ſucceed among a people not previouſly civilized, is to 
ſay, either that it is not the power of God, or that there are young 
things too hard for omnipotence. 


| 3. This opinion, diſſonant from reaſon and ſcripture, i is alſo con- 
trary to fact. | 
Was the world univerſally civilized when Chriſtianity was pro- 
mulged? or did it proſper only in civilized countries? What were 
the ancient Getulz, in Africa? the Sarmatians and Scythians, in Eu- 
rope? If we can credit hiſtory, they were as remote from civiliza- 
tion as the American Indians. Yet, among theſe, and other nations 
equally uncultivated and ſavage, had the goſpel, in the time of Ter- 
tullian, eſtabliſhed its reign.“ And in Britain it penetrated into 
thoſe places which Roman arts and arms had never been able to 
reach. | 5 | 
This general aſſertion might bs el b in an intereſting detail, 
and might receive additional force from the ſanctions of modern hiſ- 
tory. But either would protract, to an immoderate length, a note 
already too long. We may, however, aſk, why the goſpel ſhould 
be unequal to the effects which it formerly produced, and of which 
its friends made their juſt and unanſwerable boaſt? Let us fairly 
_ riſk the experiment, whether the croſs of Chriſt has loſt its influence 
on barbarian minds. Inſtead of waiting till civilization fit our In- 
dian neighbours for the goſpel, let us try whether the goſpel will 
not be the moſt ſucceſsful means of civilizing them. The grace of 
the Lord Jeius will do what philoſophy and the arts will never 
do- tame the wild heart: and there is no doubt of a correſponding 
alteration in the conduct. One Chriſtian inſtitution alone, the holy 


Sabbath, will go farther to civilize them in a year, than all human _ 


expedients in a century, Driven continually before an extending 
frontier; their manners debauched by the commerce of unprincipled 
whites; their numbers diminiſhing by war and by vice; the only al- 


ternative which ſeems to be olfered them is, converſion or extermina» 
tion, 


* Tertull. adverſus Fudeos, cap..vii. opp. p. 189. ed, Rigaltii. 
1 Inacceſſi 2 Romanis luca. Id. ib. A number of teſtimonies to the 
ſame ſacts are collected in that learned work of Grotius, de veritate Relie 


gionis Chri W 1 tom. 111. 2 46, 47. Fol. Lond, 225 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS 
| OF THE 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Ar TER the organization of the Society, the firſt 
care of the Directors was to aim at laying a broad and 
ſolid baſis of future operations. The frontier of the 
ſtates, and the Indian country, exhibiting an extenſive 
field of miſſionary efforts, required great attention, while 


they preſented conſiderable difficulty. That a plan of 


miſſions might be deviſed with judgment, and executed 


with ſucceſs, it was neceſſary to obtain correct informa- 
tion of both. A committee of inquiry was accordingly 


appointed for each of theſe purpoſes, and directed to 


prepare their reports as ſpeedily as the nature of their 


buſineſs would admit. No printed documents ſupply- 


ing them with ſufficient materials, they were obliged to 


have recourſe to individuals ſcattered throughout the 


country, and many of chem difficult of accels. From 


theſe and other impediments, the committees have not 


yet been able to accompliſh their object. 

A correſpondence has alſo been opened with the lead- 
ing Miſſionary Societies in Britain; but no communi- 
cations from them have hitherto been received. 


An inſtitution ſo novel in this country, and ſo much 
beyond the ordinary habits of religious enter prize as the 
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preſent Miſſionary Society, could hardly expect to enjoy 


immediate and univerſal ſupport. Vet it is not without 
peculiar ſatisfaction, that the Directors find, that in 
proportion as it is underſtood, it recommends itſelf to the 
approbation and affection of Chriſtians of different de- 
nominations. Reſpectable additions have been made to 
the number of members; and both congregations and 
individuals have evinced their anxiety for its proſperity, 
by liberal and unſolicited donations to its treaſury. The 
tunds amount, at preſent, exclufive of all charges, to 
nearly one thouſand dollars; which, though a ſmall ſum 
for any weighty undertaking, deſerves to be viewed as 
an encouraging commencement. | 5 
The Directors have thought themſelves naw, 
even by exiſting circumſtances and proſpects, to appoint 
a committee to prepare, at their leiſure, a ſet of inſtruc- 
tions for Miſſionaries, and to look out for perſons pro- 
per to be employed in the ſervice of the Society. "They 
are not without pleaſing hopes, that the head of the 
church will raiſe up, from time to time, candidates en- 
dowed with a miffonary ſpirit, who will glow with _ 


zeal for the ſalvation of the heathen, and count it a diſ- 


tinguiſhed honour to carry among them the ſweet ſavour 
of his name. 

Inquiry has already been addr efſed to them, to aſcer- 
tain whether it comes within the deſign of the Society 
to educate pious and promiſing youth expreſſly for miſ- 
ſionary labours. No office would be more gratifying 
to them, as they are perſuaded that nothing can be more 

congenial to the end of the Society, nor to the wiſhes 
of its members. 
The Directors feel a peculiar ſatisfaction in obſerving, 
that the miſſionary principle 1s not confined to their own 
alſociation. It hath penetrated to the diſtant parts of 
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the ſtate, and produced, ſome months ſince, another 
Society, founded on the ſame doctrines, devoted to the 
ſame objects, and deſirous of co-operating in the ſame 
plan, by the ſtyle of © The Northern Miſhonary So- 
ciety in the State of N ew-York.” Articles of union, 
between that inſtitution and the New-York Miſſionary 
Society, have been propoſed, and acceeded to by the 
Directors, and will be laid before the Society for final 
ratification. They cannot but indulge the conſoling 
thought, that the Spirit of the Higheſt hath begun the 
good work, and that he will carry it on till his people 
throughout theſe States ſhall combine their counſels, and 
conſolidate their ſtrength, in one grand and triumphant 
exertion to introduce his Goſpel into the © dark places 
« of the earth, which are > Jet full of the habitations of - 
66 © cruelty.” 

It is to them a foring of no common elevation to 
learn, that the zeal for miſſions in the iſland of Great- 
Britain, which firſt ſuggeſted the idea of Miſſionary 
Societies here, 1s ſo far from declining, that it gathers | 
vigour with its age. Obloquy only es to cement its 

friends, and oppoſition to call forth its energies. And 
the probability, in which every gracious heart muſt re- 
joice, is, that at this moment Chriſt crucified is preached 

among the Pagans in the iflands of the Pacific Ocean. 
| Beſides which, an evangelical miſſion is projected, and 
before now, perhaps, executed, into the interior of Af- 
Tica, The Lord bleſs them, and keep them! Grant 
Chriſtians here to emulate, and even ſurpaſs their apoſ- 
tolic example; and crown every embaſſy to the Gen- 
tiles with greater and greater ſucceſs, till the whole earth | 


be bled with his glory | 8 


Tony M. Masox, Sec 5 
Neu- York, Nov. 6, 1797. | 
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Ix their proceedings on the above report, the Society 
reſolved, That the education of proper perſons to be ſent 
out as Miſſionaries comes within their deſign : and it 
will, no doubt, receive their particular attention as ſoon 
as their funds will permit. 

The Society alſo agreed upon articles of union, and 
principles of co-operation, with the Northern Miſſion- 
| ary Society in the State of New-York, to take effect 
whenever they ſhall be ratified by faid Society. 

The objects contemplated by the Society involving 
heavy expences, and requiring the united exertions of 
its friends, it was judged neceſſary to ſolicit, from all 
the congregations throughout the country, with which 
it has any connection, annual collections for its funds. 
Little can be done in pecuniary efforts, unleſs thoſe who 
long for the proſperity of Zion ſhall give their cheerful 
and perſevering aid; and from ſuch aid, with the bleſſing 
of Zion's Sis the W h ſucceſs may | be "ron 
anticipated. 

Ihe Order having Aged that two ſermons ſhall be 
preached at their next annual meeting, the Reverend Dr. 
LIVINGSTON, and the Reverend Dr. M KNIGHT, were 
appointed to preach them: the former in the Scots Preſ— 
byterian Church, on the evening of the firſt day of their 
meeting; and the latter in the N orth Dutch Church, on 
the evening following. 

The Society having tranſacted their buſineſs, with the 
harmony and affection of Chriſtian brethren, and filled 
with pleaſing hope, that their labours ſhall not be in 


vain in the Lord, adjourned — the firſt N of 
November, 1798. 
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State of the Funds o the Miſſionary Society, on 
Wedneſday, November 8, 1797. 


7 


| Dlrs. Cts. 
Received, on 7th and 8th eve, from Members, on 


account of dues, . ß 0204 97 
By ſales of the Society's Addreſs, jj I RE in = | 
The Collection after the annual Sermon . 353 66 
Balance from the late Treaſur er 943 78 
| OUTSTANDING, viz. 
Due by Members for Entrances laſt year, as it 
ſtands on the late Treaſurer's Books. . 123 50 
| Due by elected Members who have not yet ſigned | 
| the Conſtitution, . 90 


Due by Subſcribers in Arrears for * Dues 
not yet collecte iw. 129 50 


5 232 


Sixteen hundred and ſeventy- four dollars forty- ſix cents. 1674 46 


N. B. The annual dues not yet collected are eſtimated at the loweſt 
| ſum to which the Conſtitution limits the Members, that is, two dol- 
* lars: the amount of receipts will probably exceed the eſtimate. 


=. The fun reformed. to in the report of the Directors. 


Off ers and ther Direttors for the enfuing Year: 


| OFFICERS. | 
Jon Ropdkks, D. D. Preſident. | 
William LIN N, D. D. Fice-Prefident. ä | 
Mr. Divis BETHuUNE, Treaſurer. e 4 
Rev. Joux M. MasoN, 33 8 
Rev. Joun N. ABEL, Clerk. | 


OTHER DIRECTORS. 


Jour M«Knicur, D. D. Prrrx Wiso, Eſq. | 
Benjamin Fos TER, D. D). Tromas STokm, Eſq, WY 
Rev. GERARDUS A. KuvyPERs, JohN Brooms, Eſq. 1 | 
Rev. SaMuUEr MILLER, Mr. Groxor LIN DSAV, 
_ LeoNaRD BLEECKER, Eſq. Mr. GrokGe WARNER, | | 
Tuouas MACKANNESs, Eſq. Mr. Joun BINGHAM. | 
| By order, | | oY 


| JoHN M. MASON, Sew ry. 


e Ponies es the Society will be thankfully received by Mr. TE, 
Day IE BETHUNE, Treaſurer, or by any other of the Dane. 
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